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Under great weather in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, and at 
a very comfortable resort (the 
Hyatt Tamaya), 13 of our initial 23 
TPS members gathered to 
officially kick-off Society activity. 
We want to thank those who 
were able to make arrangements 
to attend on relatively short 
notice.  

The gathering had a 
nice balance of people 
who were active in 
ACUTE (the 
predecessor 
organization to ITA and our real 
roots), including 3 of ACUTE’s 
former Presidents. We also had a 
nice mix of former ITA attendees, 
including 4 of ITA’s 5 original 
Founders.  

True to our vision for TPS 
gatherings, our “official agenda” 
was light and started around 10 

on Monday and Tuesday 
morning. We used that morning 
time to brainstorm the TPS 
future, including timing and 
potential locations for future 
Gatherings, agendas and how 
much in meeting rooms time we 
should plan for, financial 
considerations and guidelines, 
organizational structure, and how 
we should operate in the future. 

Many good suggestions 
and ideas were brought 
forward, and TPS Board 
Members will refine the 
original TPS vision 
accordingly.  

So, while we did get some 
business done, the bulk of our 
time was spent renewing old 
friendships and making new 
friends. And, as you might 
suspect, significant time was 
spent over drinks on the patio and 
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in very nice group dinners at local 
places, and on local area side 
trips. The process of catching up 
was facilitated by leafing thru and 
watching 20 and 30 year old 
materials and video tapes saved 
from prior ACUTE and early ITA 
meetings. What a hoot, and for 
those who were not able to be in 
NM, we will bring those same 
materials (and perhaps more) to 
our next gathering in the Spring 
of 2018. 

Noteworthy side trips included 
the annual Albuquerque Balloon 
Fiesta, a road trip to Santa Fe, a 
road trip to see the Petroglyphs 
National Park, a road trip down 
the Turquoise Trail from Santa Fe 
to the top of Sandia Mountain 
(unintended), and a tour of the 
nearby wine makers’ tasting 
rooms. Some of us were even 
able to squeeze in some pool and 
hot tub time! 

The Balloon Fiesta was a planned 
overlap with our meeting, and will 
serve as the model for planning 
future Gatherings. That is to say, 
we will try to book meetings that 
are timed around major local area 
events like the Kentucky Derby in 
early May, or sporting 
events/playoffs so people can 
work on their “bucket lists” as 
well as attending the TPS 
Gathering. 

Pictures are posted on the TPS 
website at www.phxsoc.org. 
Please go out and enjoy them. 

Organizational Status 

We are successfully registered 
with the IRS and appropriate 
states as a 501-c7, Social 
Organization (perfect huh!). We 
have a bank account (with some 
money in it) and have bylaws, a 
mission statement, officer job 
descriptions, website, etc.  
Thanks to each of the current TPS 
Board members for helping to get 
all that start up work done.  

Membership Update 

As mentioned above we have 23 
paid up initial TPS members, and 
2 people who said they want to 
be members, but from whom we 
are still waiting on a dues 
payment (we’ll be calling you !). 
We are off to a great start as only 
one person we invited in this 
initial recruiting effort is unable to 
join us, and even he thinks TPS is 
a great idea.  

A current listing of members can 
be found on the TPS website, and 
if you are a paid-up member who 
has not yet sent us a personal 
profile/bio (not work resume), 
please do so. Please include a 
current casual/candid picture. 
We’d like to know who you are, 
and not what you are! Home info 
and family data, hobbies, special 
events, volunteer work, etc. make 
for interesting reading. 

Future Plans and Activities 

At this point we are actively 
considering our options for next 
year. It is almost certain that we 
will gather again in the Spring 
(April/May). We have a couple 
ideas that we are evaluating, and 
we will update you again as soon 
as we have most of the major 
details worked out.  

Until then …… Fly High 

http://www.phxsoc.org/



